APPENDIX D

TRIPARTITE CORRESPONDENCE
Letter from Lord P thick-Lawrence to Maulana Abul
Kalam Azad and Mr. Jwnah, dated 27th April, 2946 :
The Cabinet Mission and His Excellency the Viceroy have
carefully reviewed the opinions expressed to them by the
various representatives they have interviewed and have come
to the conclusion that they should make one further attempt
to obtain agreement between the Muslim League and the
Congress. They realise that it would be useless to ask the
two parties to meet unless they were able to place before them
a basis of negotiation which could lead to such an agreement*
I am, therefore, asked to invite the Muslim League to send
four negotiators to meet the Cabinet Mission and the Viceroy,
togetner with a similar number from the Congress Working
Committee with a view to discussing the possibility of
agreement upon a scheme based upon the following funda-
mental principles:
The future constitutional structure of British India to be
as follows:
A Union Government dealing with the following subjects
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Communications.
There will be two groups of provinces, the one of the
predominantly Hindu provinces and the other of the pre-
dominantly Muslim provinces, dealing with all other subjects
except those which the provinces in the respective groups
desire to be dealt with in common. The Provincial Govern*
ments will deal with all other subjects and will have all the
residuary sovereign rights*
It is contemplated that the Indian States will take their
appropriate place in this structure on terms to be negotiated
with them.
I would point out that we do not think it either necessary
or desirable further to elaborate these principles as all other